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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

An expansion valve comprising a cylinder-shaped 
valve body having a first flow passage, a second flow path 
communicating with said first flow path via a flow hole, 
and a slide hole formed through a central portion thereof; 
a sealed pipe integrally formed with said valve body; a 
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solenoid coil provided on an upper portion of said valve 
body in a manner surrounding said pipe; an attraction 
element of a magnetic material, which is fixed to a yoke 
of said solenoid coil and located above said sealed pipe; 
a piston-shaped valve element controlled by on/off 
operation of said solenoid coil, for sliding within said 
pipe and said slide hole of said valve body, said valve 
element having a communication hole extending through a 
central portion thereof, and a pressure-equalizing port 
with one end thereof opening into said communication hole 
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and the other end thereof opening toward an attraction 
element side; and a spring interposed between said valve 
element and said attraction element, characterized in that 
said valve element is provided with an orifice that 
communicates with said communication hole extending 
through the central portion thereof and has an annular 
groove in a periphery thereof, and that said valve body is 
provided with a circular groove communicating with said 
flow hole, said circular groove and said annular groove 
being communicated with each other during stoppage of 
operation of the expansion valve. 
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